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Unit 1: Introduction to Creative and Media Skills

Principal Learning unit
Level 1
Guided learning hours: 60

Internally assessed
[Assessment of this unit will be approximately 80% coincident

with the learner’s coverage of the content]

About this unit

This unit will give you a chance to try something from each of the
three main areas of the creative and media industries -

e the visual arts
e performance arts
¢ media production.

You will have a choice of short activities and you must complete one
from each of the three areas. This will give you a taste of the kinds
of work you might be doing on the rest of this course and will help
you decide which optional units to chose.

You will learn about jobs in the media which use the skills you are
developing in the activities.

You will also learn how to improve your ability to learn.

Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1 Be able to apply skills needed by those working in the creative and media sector

Know how to carry out basic research in the creative and media sector

2
3 Know some job roles and career paths in the creative and media sector
4

Be able to apply skills required to enable effective learning and thinking.
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What you need to cover

1.1 Be able to apply
skills needed by
those working
in the creative
and media
sector

1.2 Know how to
carry out basic
research in the
creative and
media sector

1.3  Know some job
roles and career
paths in the
creative and
media sector

1.4  Be able to apply
skills required
to enable
effective
learning and
thinking

You will complete three short activity modules which will all involve
producing or making something. One will be a visual arts module,
one a performance arts module, and one a media production
module. Each module will help you to develop some skills in one of
the creative and media disciplines (see page xx for a list of the
disciplines).

You will be shown how to work safely with the various materials and
technologies you will be using.

You will learn some basic research skills that likely to be used by
people who work in the creative and media industries.

Some of this research might be done to help you develop ideas for
the activities you complete.

Through your research you will learn about jobs and careers in the
creative and media industries. You will identify some jobs which
might use the kind of skills you have developed by following this
unit, find out what those jobs involve, and look at how one job
might lead to another.

Being able to think creatively is vital in the creative and media
area. It is also important to be able to learn from everything you do.
If you can think and learn effectively you will be able to develop
your skills, knowledge and understanding throughout this course and
your career.

In this part of the unit you will explore ways of improving your
ability to think and learn. You might, for example, look at how you
learn new things at the moment and work with your teachers to find
other ways to learn which might suit you better.

QCF unit summary

Outcome | Learning Outcome Assessment
NI 27 The learner will: The learner can:
1.1 be able to apply skills needed by develop skills in various creative and media

those working in the creative and disciplines using techniques, materials or
media sector

equipment to complete tasks and work safely
with materials and technologies

1.2 know how to carry out basic carry out research into jobs in the creative

sector

research in the creative and media | and media industries, and help develop ideas

for production activities [IE 2; CT 1]

1.3 know some job roles and career identify jobs in the creative and media sector,

2 Edexcel Diploma Level 1 Principal Learning in Creative and Media - Draft - © Edexcel Limited 2007




paths in the creative and media understand the skills and qualifications
sector needed for those jobs, and how they are
linked to careers [IE 4]

1.4 be able to apply skills required to | understand and apply ways of improving
enable effective learning and thinking and learning [IE 2,4; CT 1, 2, 5; RL 1,
thinking. 3,4,5;SM2, 3, 5]

How you will be assessed

This unit will be assessed by your teachers.

For Learning Outcomes 1, 2 and 3 you will complete three short activity modules: a visual arts
module, a performance arts module, and a media production module. Each of these modules will
consist of a practical element and a research element. The research element will require you to
present the results of your research in some form such as a report, a class presentation or blog.

The best work you do for these three activities will be used to decide your marks for Learning
Outcomes 1, 2 and 3.

For Learning Outcome 4 you will do another module designed to help you to improve your learning
skills. You will then be assessed by your teachers’ observations of how well you apply these skills in the
three activity modules. You might demonstrate understanding of a learning skill by applying it, or
through discussion with your teachers.

You must keep all the work you have done for the three activity modules in a process portfolio.

This means all your finished work, all ideas sheets or notes, trials and experiments, and any planning
documents you have produced in completing the set activity. These documents must be in forms
appropriate to the disciplines in which you were working. For performance work your teachers will keep
video records of any final performances and provide you with copies.

For research-based tasks the portfolio must contain your research notes and a summary of the results in
whatever form you were asked to submit them (this might be a written report or a powerpoint
presentation, for example).

For the learning skills module, your teachers will keep a record of your achievements and give you a
copy of that record for your portfolio.

Your teacher will give you further advice about how to organise and present your portfolio.

Edexcel Diploma Level 1 Principal Learning in Creative and Media - Draft - © Edexcel Limited 2007 3




/007 PalWILT 199Xap3 @ - 1R - eIPSW pue aAleal) ut Sutuiea jedidutld | 19A97 ewoldiqg 193xap3

panuijuod

0L -8
03 payul] 99 YsLw Aay) s49a.4ed 3y}
JO Sulpue)sIapun SWOS sajeJisuowaq

*sqol asoyy
10} papasu suolledijljenb pue s)s ay3
JO Bulpue)sIapun SWos sajelisuowaq

*10]D09S elpaWl pue oAlleald 9]

ut sa104 qol jo a8ueu e jo uondLidsap
o1seq e saplaodd pue saLjljuap|

-0
payul] 99 Ysiw A3y3 S199.1eD S3LJ1IUP|

*sqol asoy3 .o}
papaau suolledijljenb pue s)1s ay3 jo
gulpuejsiapun pajwl) e sajelisuowaq

*10323S BLPaW pue 9AL1RaID 9Y] Ul
$9)0.J qol jo a8uel pajiwl) e saLuap|

‘s193Jed
03 payul) aJe sqol eyl sastugoday

*sqol asoy3 1o} papaau suoliedijljenb
pue s) 1S 9yl Jo Sulpueisiapun
paltwl) AJSA e sajelisuowa(

*10123S BLPaW pue SAL1RaID 9Y) Ul
sqol Jo a8ued pajtwl) AI9A e salluap|

ol

10129S
eLpSW pue dAL1RAID
ay3 ut syjed
193.Jed pue sd)0.
gol sawos smouy

0l -8

*340ddns Jeuolsedd0 saiinbay

")|se3 a3 03 JUeA3)aJ 3Je YdIYM JO Isow
‘|le1ap SWOS Y3IM S|eLIaIew SaALIRQ

‘ueyd youeasal e sa19)dwo)

L-G

*340ddns juanbauy saiinbay

")|Se} a3 03 9DURAS|3.] SWOS dARY
UDLYM S|eLIajewl pastjelauas saALlaq

‘ueyd youeasal e Jo jsow $333)dwo)

V-1
*340ddns juelsuod jsowe salinbay

*9dURA)aJ pajyiwl) AIaA

JO sjeLalew pastelauas AIaA saALIR(Q
‘ueyd

yoJeasal e Jo yed )jews e sa3a)dwo)

ol

101235 elpaw
pue 9AL1R3.ID 3Y] UL

yoJeasal diseq Ino
A11ed 03 Moy smouy

GC -8l
*340ddns Jeuolsedd0 saiinbay
‘pJepuels 9)qeidadde
ue 0] sysej pJemuojiysiedls sa3a)dwo)

*9so0dJnd Jo asuas awos
pue 92uU3pLU0D dWOS YIM Juswdinba
J0 sjewdlew ‘sanbiuysa) oiseq sasn

LL-11
*340ddns juanbauy saiinbay

*$S922NS pajiwil)
UM SySe} pJemiojiysieds sayajdwo)

*9DUSPLIUO0D 3)331] B YIM
juswdinba Jo sjeliajew ‘sanbiuyda)
J1Seq JO 95URJ MOLJeU B Sas()

oL-1
*340ddns juelsuod jsowe salinbay

*$S920NS pajiwil) AIoA
UIIM Sysel pJemuojiysielis sayajdwo)

*92U9pPLIU0D 3133 YIM Juawdinba
J0 sjeLaiew ‘sanbiuyda) diseq
1so0W 3y3 JO a5ues Modteu AIDA e sasn

G¢

103}23s elpaw
pue aA13eaId 3y}
uL SuL}JOM 350y}
Aq papaau sy\iys
Adde 03 a1qe s|

€ pueg

Z pueg

| pueg

SNJ0J JUSWISSOSSY

PLID JUSWISSISSY



/007 PalWILT 199Xap3 @ - 1je(q - RIPSW pue aAleal) ut Sutuiea jedidutld | 19A97 ewoldiqg 193xap3

GL-71 b -L 9-1 Gl
*11oddns Juejsuod jsowje saitnbay 5
. . uBuiyy
140ddns Jeuolseddo saltnbay 1oddns juanbaly sauinbay -SupjuIY) pue pue SuluIes]
*SujuLy} pue SuLuIed) DAL1DDJ4D "SupjuLyl pue Sululea) SA11D9449 Bululed] 9A11294)9 9)qeus 0] paJinbal 9A1}1294J9 9)1qeud
9)qeua 03 pailnbal sys 9y Jo a8uel | 9)qeud 03] paJlnbal s)ys ay3 Jo S8uel e S)IYS ay3 Jo a8ued mouleu e Ajdde 03 paJinbau s ys
apm e Aidde 03 Aiqe sajeljsuowaq | Ajdde 031 Ajliqe pallwl) e sajelisuowaq 01 AJ1Lqe pajtwl) AISA e sajedisuowaq Adde 03 a1qe |

€ pueg 7 pueg | pueg SNJ0J JUSWISSISSY




Guidance for teaching this unit

NB: Edexcel has published exemplar modules for this unit in the Teacher Support
Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media. Further
guidance on how to contextualise specific disciplines is given in the Indicative
Content Statement, also available in the Teacher Support Material for the Edexcel
Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media.

Overview

This is a diagnostic unit which is designed to:

e enable learners to experience the kind of activities that they may be take part in
when working on the three sector-specific units

¢ help them to decide which two of those sector-specific units they wish to take,
and hence which pathway they wish to follow at Level 1

e introduce them to job roles and career paths in the creative and media sectors,
and give them an understanding of the type of work that is available and to which
they might realistically aspire

e provide them with a grounding in personal, learning and thinking skills.

Teaching the unit

For this unit learner must follow four modules of activity, three based on the creative
and media discipline areas, and one on learning and thinking skills.

Although the learning and thinking skills module is related to the fourth learning
outcome it is important that this module is taught in such a way that it can be
assessed through the way learners apply the skills learnt there in the three discipline
based modules. It should thus be started before they begin working on the discipline
based modules, and finish before the discipline based modules are finished. This is
vital as they will be using the discipline-based modules to apply the skills learnt in
the learning and thinking skills module.

Centres should offer as wide a variety of discipline-related modules as possible, and
should ensure that the three sector areas are equally represented across the whole
offer.

Each module must cover the first three learning outcomes of the unit. Learners
should thus, or each one, do an activity based on one of the disciplines within the
relevant area, research job roles which might use the skills developed in that
activity, and then report in some way - through a written report or a presentation -
on those job roles and the careers they might be linked to. It should also be possible
to require learners to do research which would contribute to the activity itself, such
as researching content or resources for a video production or materials for a 3D visual
arts outcome.

Assessment of learning outcomes 1, 2 and 3 will be based on all three modules.
Please see Guidance on assessment below.

Edexcel will provide modules which centres can use, either as they are or with
adaptation. Centres are also at liberty to write their own, using the Edexcel modules
as patterns.
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On completion of the unit centres should discuss with students what they enjoyed
about each of the three discipline-related modules, and which ones they thought
they had got most out of. They should then be helped to make an informed decision
about which of the two sector-related units to follow. This discussion will also help to
inform the writing of the learner’s Individual Learning Plan.

The overall structure of unit has been designed to ease time-tabling for centres with
very large cohorts. It can be run on a carousel model, all modules being taught at the
same time and three times in succession so that students can move to a new one
each time the carousel starts a new round. Centres with smaller cohorts, however,
will probably find it easier to run the discipline groups consecutively, running all
modules in the same discipline group together.

The fourth module must be run alongside the three others for the full period that the
carousel is running. That module will, in other words, be ‘longer and thinner’ than
the discipline-related modules. Edexcel will provide a module which centres are free
to use as it is or to adapt. They may, of course, develop their own.

Guidance on assessment of this unit

Designing assessment vehicles

Assessment vehicles for Assessment Foci 1, 2 and 3 will be the activity modules
themselves. Centres must ensure that all modules are designed so that they enable
learners to produce evidence for all three of those assessment foci and provide
opportunities to achieve the full range of marks.

Each activity module should consist of three elements:

e a practical activity

e aresearch activity based around jobs related to the practical activity
e the presentation of the research.

The activity itself should be clearly based on a specific skill or skills, and the
outcome of the activity should be sufficiently demanding to allow a level 1 learner to
apply the skill or skills to a reasonable standard.

The activities must also provide opportunities for learners to apply the personal,
learning and thinking skills.

The practical activity could contain a research element which would provide learners
with another opportunity to produce evidence for the assessment of Focus 2.

NB: In order to assess learners’ work against the first three criteria, centres must
take into consideration the work done for all three discipline based modules. For
each criterion, learners should be placed in the band which reflects their highest
achievement across the work presented.

Assessment of the fourth criterion must be based on the the learners’ application of
the relevant personal, learning and thinking skills in their work for the first three
learning outcomes.

Evidence for assessment

Focus 1: for visual arts and media production work - all finished work, all ideas sheets
or notes, trials and experiments, and any planning documents produced in
completing the set activity;
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for performance work - assessors’ observation records; a record of the
performance in an appropriate format must be taken.

Focus 2: research notes.

Focus 3: the presentation of the results (a written report, powerpoint
presentation, blog etc).

Focus 4: teachers’ observation records.

Using the Assessment Grid

When using this grid a ‘best fit’ principle should be adopted - that is, assessors should
match the work being assessed for a given assessment focus to the mark band which
best describes that work overall. They should not adopt a hurdle approach in which
the assessor cannot award marks from a higher band if one requirement from a lower
band has not been satisfied.

If the work matches a band overall, but a requirement from a lower band has not
been met, then the mark awarded can be from the lower end of the band which is
the best fit.

If one aspect of work for an assessment focus matches one requirement in the next
band, but overall the work does not fit that higher band, then the mark awarded can
be from the higher end of the band which is the best fit.

Assessors should also take into account the quality of the work in relation to
expectations for that band at that level. If a learner completes all they are asked to
do in a band to the highest quality that could be expected for that band at that
level, they can be awarded the full marks for that band.

Grading is completely separate for each assessment focus - that is, a learner can get
band 3 on one assessment focus, band 1 on another etc. All band marks are then
added together for the unit total. It may be possible, depending on weighting of
each assessment focus, for a learner to pass a unit even if 0 has been given for one
assessment focus in the unit.

It should be noted that mark band 1 has approximately 40% of the total marks
available for a unit and mark bands 2 and 3 together the remaining 60%.

Assessment at Level 1

At Level 1 learners will be expected to:
¢ demonstrate skills and applied knowledge within a narrow range

e operate in familiar and structured contexts, making use of routine responses to
achieve their objectives

e derive information from easily available sources

e show a basic level of understanding

e exercise discretion and judgement to a very limited degree

e work under direct supervision and control

¢ demonstrate responsibility and commitment to a limited extent.

Any comparative terms used within the unit assessment grid should be contextualised
within the limits implied by this level description. Thus, a term such as ‘limited
ability to create’ must be understood in the context of a generally lower expectation
of skills development at Level 1 as compared to Level 2.
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Owing to the number and variety of the disciplines covered by the Specialised
Diploma in Creative and Media, it is not possible to give more than generic guidance
on the application of the assessment grids for each unit. Centres are strongly advised
to attend Inset events run by Edexcel on this topic.

Level 1, Band 1

In the application of technical skills learners will employ a very narrow range of
the simplest techniques and materials which they will use with little confidence
and very limited success.

At the bottom end of this band learners will be unable or unwilling to follow
procedures in the planning or production of work, though they will be able to
recognise that procedures for achieving certain objectives do exist. At the top
end of the band learners will be able to give a very general indication of what
they ought to have done in terms of procedure.

Ideas for practical work will not be explored, first ideas being taken up
immediately and used without further reflection.

Research will be perfunctory and limited to the most easily available sources.
Learners will derive some obvious information from such sources but it will not
always be appropriate and will be very generalised.

Knowledge about relevant creative and media industry jobs and careers will be
restricted in scope. It will be narrow and limited to the most obvious.

On the whole, the learning and thinking skills of learners working within this mark
band will be more at the level of being able to recognise the skills rather than
being able to apply them. Understanding and application will be limited to a very
narrow range, and learners will reqire almost constant support.

Level 1, Band 2

Technology, materials and techniques will still be restricted to the very simple
but will cover a slightly wider range than in the lower band. Though success will
be limited there will be evidence of more confidence in the application of these
techniques.

Learners will show evidence of some ability to follow very straightforward
procedures in the planning or production of work, albeit unevenly and
imprecisely.

Ideas for practical work will remain restricted to first ideas which will be given
only the most basic exploration.

Research will be still be limited to the easier sources. Learners will derive some
useful but generalised information from such sources but there will still be much
that is irrelevant.

Knowledge about relevant creative and media industry jobs and careers will be
restricted in scope. It will be basic and limited to the more obvious.

On the whole, the learning and thinking skills of learners working within this mark
band will be more substantial and confident across a wider range than those
working within mark band 1. They will require considerable support and guidance.

Level 1, Band 3
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evidence of increasing confidence in the application of these techniques and a
sense of purpose behind their application.

e Learners will be able to follow very straightforward procedures in the planning or
production of work with some precision.

e There will be some basic exploration of ideas for practical work, and some
willingness to consider more than just the first idea.

e Research will be still be limited to the easier sources, but there will be a greater
willingness to follow leads and explore linked sources. Learners will derive some
useful but generalised information from such sources, a good proportion of which
will be relevant.

¢ Knowledge about relevant creative and media industry jobs and careers will be
restricted in scope. It will still be at the basic level though beginning to move
beyond the obvious, and the learner’s grasp of it will be stronger.

e Learners working within this mark band will show an ability to understand and
apply a wide range of learning skills and will be able to do so with a degree of
independence.

Support and accountability

The degree of support given to individual learners and the extent of accountability
they demonstrate is not simply a matter of level. However, because they are likely to
be working in unfamiliar territory, Level 1 learners may need more sustained and
specific support than learners working at higher levels. The National Qualification
Framework level description therefore expects them to work under direct supervision
and control and demonstrate responsibility and commitment to a limited extent.

Learners following a Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media at Level 1 should,
however, develop the ability to manage their own learning and to act effectively
with increasing autonomy. When determining their mark for certain criteria, the
degree to which they require support and demonstrate accountability for their work
should be assessed within the general expectation that all learners will need some
support at this level.

For further guidance about setting and running internal assessment, please see the
Edexcel Guidance on Control of Internally Assessed Diploma Units.

Personal, learning and thinking skills

Opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills are inherent in this
qualification as the activities which learners will undertake all require, to varying
degrees, research, creativity, team work, self management, self-reflection and
consideration of the social context and impact of what they do and produce. The
development of these skills should be at the centre of any pedagogic approach to this
qualification.

The QCF Unit Summary above references the personal, learning and thinking skills
which are embedded in specific assessment criteria for this unit. By achieving the
criteria, learners will have demonstrated effective application of the referenced
elements of the skill.
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Each unit, however, also provides opportunities to address other elements of
personal, learning and thinking skills. These are referenced in the table below.
Teachers should ensure that these opportunities are fully grasped in the teaching of
the unit.

The full range of personal, learning and thinking skills relevant to each unit is
mapped in Annexe C of this document.

Edexcel Diploma Level 1 Principal Learning in Creative and Media - Draft - © Edexcel Limited 2007
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Learning | Skill
outcome
1.1 Creative thinkers 1 generate ideas and explore possibilities
Reflective learners 3 review progress, acting on the outcomes
Team workers 1 collaborate with others to work towards common goals
4 show fairness and consideration to others
1.2 Self-managers 2 work towards goals, showing initiative, commitment
and perseverance
3 organise time and resources, prioritising actions

Functional skills at Level 1

This unit provides opportunities for the development of functional skills at Level 1 as
follows:

ICT - use ICT systems

Activity Skill

Researching job roles in the Interact with and use ICT systems independently to meet
creative and media industries | needs

Evaluate their use of ICT systems

Organising and filing Manage information storage

information found. Follow and understand the need for safety and security

practices
ICT - Find and select information
Activity Skill
Researching content for a Select and use a variety of sources of information
media product independently to meet needs

Access, search for, select and use ICT-based information
and evaluate its fitness for purpose

ICT - Develop, present and communicate information

Activity Skill
Preparing a report or Enter, develop and format information independently to
presentation on jobs in the suit its meaning and purpose, including:

creative and media industries e text and tables

e images

e numbers

e records
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Bring together information to suit content and purpose

Present information in ways that are fit for purpose and
audience

Evaluate the selection and use of ICT tools and facilities
used to present information

Transferring files within a
group working together on a
report or presentation

Select and use ICT to communicate and exchange
information safely, independently, responsibly and
effectively

Maths

Activity

Skill

Plan and edit a sequence of
shots to a specified length
using time code information

Understand practical problems in familiar and unfamiliar
contexts and situations, some of which are non routine

Identify and obtain necessary information to tackle the
problem

Select and apply skills in an organised way to find solutions
to practical problems for different purposes

Use appropriate checking procedures at each stage

Interpret and communicate solutions to practical problems,
drawing simple conclusions and giving explanations

English

Activity

Skill

Rehearsing a performance

Speaking and listening - take full part in formal and informal
discussions / exchanges

Researching job roles in the
creative and media industries

Reading - read and understand a range of texts

Writing a script for a video or
stage production

Writing - write documents to communicate information, ideas and
opinions using formats and styles suitable for their purpose and
audience

Work experience

Examples of work experience placements appropriate to this unit would be as noted

in Units 2, 3 and 4.

Specialist Resources

Resources required by students for the completion of this unit will be dependent on
the disciplines within which they are working. Please see the general statement on
resources in the Introduction to the Level 1 Specialised Diploma in Creative and

Media.
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Unit 2: Visual Arts

Principal Learning unit
Level 1

Guided learning hours: 60
Internally assessed

[Assessment of this unit will be approximately 60% coincident
with the learner’s coverage of the content]

About this unit Painting, printmaking, graphic design, photography, sculpture and
product design are all examples of visual arts. Many of these arts
can be combined with each other. For example, a painter will
sometimes use photography when working on a painting. A product
designer will use graphic design skills when developing ideas for the
look or shape of a product.

In this unit you will find out about how different visual arts can be
combined by artists and designers. You will also learn some of the
techniques these artists use. You will then plan, develop and finish
an assignment set by your teachers in which you combine two or
more visual arts.

You will also review the work you have done. You could do this
through a questionnaire or a discussion with your teacher.

Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1 Know about a visual arts form which combines more than one visual arts discipline

2 Be able to plan the production of a visual arts product which combines more than
one visual arts discipline

3 Be able to create a visual arts product which combines more than one visual arts
discipline

4 Know how to monitor own visual arts work.
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What you need to cover

Know about a visual
arts form which
combines more than
one visual arts
discipline

Be able to plan the
production of a visual
arts product which
combines more than
one visual arts
discipline

Be able to create a
visual arts product
which combines more
than one visual arts
discipline

You will be introduced to a number of visual arts forms such as
modelling in clay, constructing in wire and plaster, designing a
fashion accessory, making a theatre prop, puppet or backdrop for a
performance.

You must then choose one of these visual arts forms and look at how
your chosen form has developed over time by considering examples
of work from the past and the present. You may find your own or be
shown examples by your teachers. You must ensure that you explore
the work of a number of artists in your chosen visual arts form.

You must think about:

¢ how your examples are similar to one another in terms of
technique, themes or treatment

e why they were created

¢ the audiences they were created for.

You must come up with some ideas for a piece of work in the same
visual arts form as you have investigated. You must then do some
research to find which of these ideas are workable. As a result of
this research you will choose one of your ideas.

You will then draw up a plan with help from your teacher showing:

e your chosen idea, its form and size (for example a carnival head-
dress) and, if you like, a title

e a schedule for your project based on the deadline and other
guidelines set by your teacher

¢ the materials and processes you intend to experiment with
e possible ways you might explore to develop your idea further

e the steps you intend to take to create your final product.

You must complete the production of your visual arts idea. You may
need to change or develop your plan depending on what happens
during the process.

To complete your final work you must:
e try out your chosen materials in experimental ways

¢ make some rough trials and experiments - for example, studies
or maquettes

e consider changing and developing your design if necessary
e create your final work

e make sure you work safely at all times.
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Know how to monitor All the way through the process of planning and producing your idea

own visual arts work you must reflect upon what you are doing and compare what you
are aiming to do with what you are actually achieving. You must use
these reflections to change your work as you think appropriate.

e You must think about:

¢ how well you plan your work

¢ why you need to make changes

e how well you succeed in achieving your intentions

¢ what others say about your work.

QCF unit summary

Outcome Learning Outcome Assessment

AT The learner will: The learner can:

2.1 know about a visual arts form ¢ identify aspects of similarity or
which combines more than one difference in examples of a visual arts
visual arts discipline form which combines more than one

visual arts discipline

¢ identify elements of their uses or
purposes

¢ identify the audiences they were
created for [IE 2, 4]

e employ subject terminology with some
appropriateness

2.2 be able to plan the production of a | e generate ideas for a visual arts product
visual arts product which combines which combines more than one visual
more than one visual arts arts discipline.
discipline

e explore ideas [CT 1, 2]

e create a production plan

2.3 be able to create a visual arts e create a visual arts product which
product which combines more than combines more than one visual arts
one visual arts discipline discipline using very basic techniques

[CT 5, 6]

¢ show awareness of purpose

o follow straightforward procedures,
including those relating to health and
safety [SM 2, 3]

2.4 know how to monitor own visual ¢ refine ideas and outcomes using a
arts work. variety of considerations and
observations [RL 1, 3, 5]
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How you will be assessed

This unit will be assessed by your teachers.

Your achievement of Learning Outcome 1 might be assessed through a written report or a
presentation. It might also be assessed on the basis of your contributions to class discussions.

Your achievement of Learning Outcomes 2, 3 and 4 wil be assessed through an assignment in which
you will produce an artefact which combines two visual arts disciplines. You must:

e produce ideas for such an artefact

e explore those ideas and choose one

e produce a plan for realising the chosen idea

e create it.

You must, throughout that process, monitor and review your progress.

For this unit you must produce a process portfolio which shows all the stages of your work and thinking.
The portfolio must contain:

e alog or journal recording all your notes, ideas development and your monitoring process (learning
outcomes 1, 2 and 4)

e your plan (learning outcome 2)
e your final product (learning outcome 3).

Your teacher will give you precise advice about how to organise and present your process portfolio.
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/007 PalWILT 199Xap3 @ - 1R - eIPSW pue aAleal) ut Sutuiea jedidutld | 19A97 ewoldiqg 193xap3

panuijuod

8l

ol -8
*aouepLng
pue 11oddns jeuolsedd0 AJuo saitnbay

te3sp
awos yum ueyd uoryonpoud e sapLaoad

‘seapl Jo uoljelo)dxa
3Y3 UL $SaUINJIYSNOoY3 SWOS SMOYS

"auldiostp

S1Je JenstA auo ueyj aJow saulquod
yoLym 1onpoud siie jensiA e Joy

Seapl palieA pue Jlseq SWOS S9)elauan)

*9douUepINg
pue 1ioddns jJuanbauy salinbay

"|te3ap
paiiwi] yam ued uononpoud e saplAoid

*JU21X3 pallwl) e 0] seapl saJoydx3

-aundiosip sye

]ensIA U0 Uey) aJoW SaULqWIOD YdLYM
1onpo.d S1Je |ensiA e 10j seapl Je)lwis
pue Jiseq JO Jaquinu JJews e sa1elausan

V-1
*9ouepLns
pue jioddns juelsuod Jsowe salinbay

‘ue)d uonyonpoud
aulano a1dwits AISA e SOpLACI]

"JU3IX3 pajlwl) AJSA e 0] seapl sa101dx3

"aundiosip

SlJe jenslA auo ueyj aJow saulquod
UoLym 3onpo.d siie JensiA e 1oy seapl
JedLiuapl 3sowe pue o1dwis ‘snolAqo
JO Jaquinu Jjews AJSA e s9]elauan

ol

aundustp

S1Ie JensiA

duo ueyj aJow
SaULqWIOD YdLYym
1onpoud syie jensia
e Jo uodnpoud
ayy ued 01 9)qe S|

GL-71

*Aj@1enidoadde
ASojoulway 12algns Jo a8uel e sAoydw3

*10} pajeald alam Aayy sadualpne
ay3 o suonydLidsap diseq SaplLAO.d

*sasodJnd Jo sasn J1ay) JO SJUaW)2
awos Jo suolldLIdsap d1seq SapIA0.d

*aul)d1osLp S1Ie JensiA auo uey)

9JOW SaULqWIOD YDLIYM ULIOJ S1IB JBnSIA
e Jo juswdo)aAap ay] Jo sajdwexd

UL 92UJ3}}1p JO AjLie)|Lwis Jo sydadse jo
a5uel e Jo suolydLidsap diseq S9pLAOId

b-L
‘Ajoyenidoadde
Aesauas ASoj0ulwa) 30algns
a)dwis Jo a8ues modieu e sAoydw3]

*10J pajeald aiam Aayy sadualpne ayy
0 suolndLIDSap pasijelauas saplA0ld

‘sasod.nd Jo
S9SN J19Y] JO SIUSWD)D M3} B SaLJ1IUSP|

-aundiosip sye

]ensIA U0 Uey) aJoW SaULqWIOD YdLYM
W0} syJe jensiA e Jo juawdolaaap ay)
J0 sajdwexa uL aduaJaip Jo ALiejwis
JO s30adse Jo aueJ Molieu e SaL1Iuap|

9-1
‘ssauajelidouidde
awos Yyum A3ojoutwiiay 30algns
a)dwis Jo a8ues modteu AIaA e skojdw3

*10} pajeald alam Aayy sadualpne ay)
J0 Sulpuelsiapun pajiwl) AISA e SMOYS

*sasod.und Jo sasn 112y}
JO SJUSWIDS M3} AISA e S3aSLUS009Y

"aundiosip

S1Je JensSIA U0 Ueyl 2J0W SaULqUIOD
UDIYM WLI0} S1Ie JensiA e Jo sajdwexd
UL 92U} Jo AjLiejLwis Jo sydadse
JO 98uUel Mo.ueu AISA B SOSIUS0DDY

Gl

aundustp

Slie JensltA

9UO0 ueyj aiow
SaULqWIOD YdLym
wiIoJ slie jensiA
B 1noqe SMOoU)y

€ pueg

Z pueg

| pueg

SNJ0J JULDWISSOSSY

PLID JUSWISSISSY




6l

/007 PalWILT 199Xap3 @ - 1je(q - RIPSW pue aAleal) ut Sutuiea jedidutld | 19A97 ewoldiqg 193xap3

ol -8
*aoueping
pue 1ioddns jeuolsedd0 AJuo salinbay

*sue)d 1o

SUOLIUDIUL UO S1D9}J9 eraueisqns yiim
S9WO0D3N0 pue Seapl duLydJ 0} JSPUO Ul
SNOLAQO 33} puoAaq aAow 03 uLdaq eyl
}4OM UMO UO SUOLIRAISSCO SaYeW pue
SUOL}RIDPISUOD JO d3UeI POOS B SIS

*9ouepLng
pue 11oddns jJuanbauy) salinbay

‘sue)d Jo suorjuajul

UO S1034J3 3]1eJ9pOoW YILM S3W0DIN0
pue seapl auljal 0] J3PJO UL YIOM

UMO UO SUOLIRAISSJO DISeq UO Sulsnd0}
SUOIIRISPISUOD JO 35Ue] MOJJeU B Sas)

*aoueping
pue jioddns juelsuod jsowne salinbay

‘sue)d 1o suOLIUSIUL UO S3D9})D

Joulw Y3lM SSWO0DIN0 pue Seapl auLjal
0} JSPJO UL YJOM UMO UO SUOLJRAISSJO
SNOIAQO UO SULSND0} SUOLIRISPLSUOD

JO 98uel Modleu AISA e sas

ol

‘}JOM Slie
1ensiA UMO JojLluowl
0] MOy SMOUY

GZ -8l
*Ayajes pue
yyesay o3 sutje)as asoyy sulpn)dul ‘ased
pue uolstda4d swos Yym sainpadoud
pJemuojiysiesis Mo)jo4 03 Ajllge smoys

*9s0dJnd JO ssaualeme ue SMoYs

*$S920NS SWO0S
U3IM sanbluyosay oiseq suisn aundiosip
S1IE JensSIA U0 Ueyl 9J0W SaULJUIOD
ydLym 1onpoud suie JenstA e sajeal)

LL -1

*A1a4es pue yjjeay 03 Sulye)al asoyl
suLpn)pul ‘sainpadsoud piemuojysielys
M01104 03 A3ljlqe pajiwl) SMOYS
*9sodind jo ssaualeme pajiwl] SMOYS
*$S920NS pajlwil)

Uilm sanbtuyoday oiseq suisn aundiostp

Slie jensliA a2uo ueyl 20w sauLlquod
yaym MUJ_UO._Q SlJe JenslA e sojeal)

oL -1
*K1a4es pue yijeay 03 sulye)al asoyl
suLpn)dul ‘sainpasoud piemiojysieldls
MO1104 0} Ajljiqe pajiwl) AISA smoys

‘asod.und
JO ssaualeme pajiuwl) AISA sMoys

*$S920NS pajlwil] AI9A YyIm

sanbLuysa3 o1seq A1aA suisn aundiosip
S1IE JensSIA U0 Ueyl 9J0W SaULJUIO0D
ydIym 1onpoud suie JenstA e sajeal)

G¢

aundustp

S1Je JenslA

9uUO0 ueyi aiow
SauLquIod YdLym
1onpoud syie jensiA
e 9]eald 0] 9|ge S|

€ pueg

Z pueg

| pueg

SNJ0J JULSWISSOSSY




Guidance for teaching this unit

NB: It is a requirement of the qualification that the work for this unit is
contextualised in relation to a minimum of two disciplines. Guidance on how this can
be done is given below. Edexcel has published an exemplar assignment in the Teacher
Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media which
shows how the unit can be covered in relation to X and Y. Further guidance on how to
contextualise specific disciplines is given in the Indicative Content Statement, also
available in the Teacher Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in
Creative and Media.

Overview

This unit aims to develop visual arts skills learned from explorations in Unit 1. The
intention of this unit is to build students’ understanding and use of formal elements
to include, line, shape, form, structure, pattern, surface and colour. In structuring
activities, teachers need to ensure that students have opportunities for using a wide
range of media, materials and processes across a minimum of two visual arts
disciplines. Teachers should provide opportunities for students to work from direct
observation, using primary source material, in order to develop their visual recording
skills.

In working through this unit, students must use a minimum of two visual arts
disciplines. Teachers might well design projects that involve combinations of
different visual arts disciplines. Students might then combine their use of media,
materials and techniques in various ways. For example 2D and 3D skills will be
incorporated within a project where students design and make a carnival costume.

In designing projects teachers also have the opportunity to work across the different
forms of media and/or live arts. Here the students might be asked to design for a
stage production which could include design of costume, props, backdrop, graphic
posters and so on. There are rich opportunities here for teachers to design
assignments that not only integrate disciplines within and across the visual art forms,
but also integrate their two units selected from Units 2, 3 and 4.

Teaching the unit

When working towards learning outcome 1 a framework should be provided to direct
students in their exploration of materials - for example, a list of simple questions
that interrogate the elements of a designer’s working practices. Whilst investigations
may be carried out individually, structured teacher-led activities may be appropriate
at this level.

When working towards learning outcome 2 teachers will need to guide students
carefully in their project planning. Designing simple planning frameworks with clearly
defined headings will help students to consider the different aspects involved in
structuring their work. Providing learners with clearly defined milestones for
completion of individual tasks is also advisable.

When working towards learning outcome 3 learners will require assistance in focusing
their energies on the task and managing their time. It should be remembered that
Level 1 learners are required to create work which meets the intentions they have
stated, rather than aiming to meet professional standards. Careful monitoring of safe
working practices must be undertaken by the teacher.
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For outcome 4, in reviewing the work, students might benefit from a glossary of
visual arts terms and basic phrases to develop their descriptive and critical
vocabulary skills. Reviews could take a variety of forms such as teacher designed
checklists, recorded discussions and tutorials or, in the case of more able learners,
diaries or logs. It is anticipated that the learner contributions at this level will be
largely descriptive documenting their actions rather than analysing decision.

Guidance on assessment of this unit

Designing assessment vehicles

The assesment vehicle for this unit could be a single assignment which requires a
preliminary investigation of the type of visual arts form which the learners will
eventually create. Alternatively it could be done through two separate assignments -
one which covers Assessment Focus 1 and another which covers the remaining three
foci. It is not necessary to require learners to do a formal written or oral
presentation for Focus 1 - it could be assessed through a teacher’s observations of a
class discussion.

However it is done, Assessment Focus 1 should be assessed in such a way that
learners are able to produce evidence that they can:

o talk or write about aspects of similarity or difference in examples of a visual arts
form which combines more than one visual arts discipline

o talk or write about their uses or purposes
o talk or write about the audiences they were created for.
The assessment vehicle for Assessment Foci 2, 3 and 4 should enable learners to:

e generate and explore ideas for a visual arts product which combines more than
one visual arts discipline (as defined on page xxx of this document).

e create a production plan

e create their proposed product

o follow straightforward procedures, including those relating to health and safety
e monitor their own activity to refine ideas and outcomes.

Centres must ensure that the activities learners will undertake are sufficiently
demanding to allow a level 1 learner to apply appropriate techniques or skills to a
reasonable standard and will provide opportunities for learners to achieve the full
range of marks.

Learners must keep a log or journal throughout the course of the unit in which they
record their reflections upon their work, decisions taken and reasons for taking them,
changes to plans and reasons for making them etc.

Tutors must also keep observations records for each learner, noting how learners
conduct themselves when working, and recording any notes relevant to the learners’
self-monitoring and the development of their personal, learning and thinking skills.

An observation record is provided in Appendix X of this document.

Centres must ensure that all work produced for assessment can be authenticated as
that of the learner who is submitting it. Assessment vehicles must be designed in
such a way as to ensure that, in the case of group work, each learner produces
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identifiable individual work that can be used to assess each of the assessment foci.

Evidence for assessment

Focus 1: a formal written or recorded presentation or observation records of a
class discussion supported by the learner’s log or journal for the unit

Focus 2: the learner’s log or journal for the unit supported by teacher
observation records

a production plan
Focus 3: the finished visual arts artefact
the learner’s log or journal and teacher observation records
Focus 4: the learner’s log or journal and teacher observation records.
All physical evidence must be kept in an organised process portfolio for this unit.

Copies of teacher observation records should be given to learners to put in their
process portfolios.

Each process portfolio must contain an authentication sheet signed by the learner
and the person(s) responsible for the assessment, declaring that all work submitted
for assessment is the learner’s own work, carried out under appropriate supervision.

Using the Assessment Grid

When using this grid a ‘best fit’ principle should be adopted - that is, assessors should
match the work being assessed for a given assessment focus to the mark band which
best describes that work overall. They should not adopt a hurdle approach in which
the assessor cannot award marks from a higher band if one requirement from a lower
band has not been satisfied.

If the work matches a band overall, but a requirement from a lower band has not
been met, then the mark awarded can be from the lower end of the band which is
the best fit.

If one aspect of work for an assessment focus matches one requirement in the next
band, but overall the work does not fit that higher band, then the mark awarded can
be from the higher end of the band which is the best fit.

Assessors should also take into account the quality of the work in relation to
expectations for that band at that level. If a learner completes all they are asked to
do in a band to the highest quality that could be expected for that band at that
level, they can be awarded the full marks for that band.

Grading is completely separate for each assessment focus - that is, a learner can get
band 3 on one assessment focus, band 1 on another etc. All band marks are then
added together for the unit total. It may be possible, depending on weighting of
each assessment focus, for a learner to pass a unit even if 0 has been given for one
assessment focus in the unit.

It should be noted that mark band 1 has approximately 40% of the total marks
available for a unit and mark bands 2 and 3 together the remaining 60%.
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Assessment at Level 1

At Level 1 learners will be expected to:
¢ demonstrate skills and applied knowledge within a narrow range

e operate in familiar and structured contexts, making use of routine responses to
achieve their objectives

e derive information from easily available sources

e show a basic level of understanding

e exercise discretion and judgement to a very limited degree

e work under direct supervision and control

e demonstrate responsibility and commitment to a limited extent.

Any comparative terms used within the unit assessment grid should be contextualised
within the limits implied by this level description. Thus, a term such as ‘limited
ability to create’ must be understood in the context of a generally lower expectation
of skills development at Level 1 as compared to Level 2.

Owing to the number and variety of the disciplines covered by the Specialised
Diploma in Creative and Media, it is not possible to give more than generic guidance
on the application of the assessment grids for each unit. Centres are strongly advised
to attend Inset events run by Edexcel on this topic.

Level 1, Band 1
¢ Conceptual understanding will be very basic and limited to simple ideas.

¢ Knowledge about the purposes of visual arts artefacts and their audiences will be
restricted in scope. It will be basic, narrow and limited to the most obvious and
any research undertaken will be perfunctory and limited to the most easily
available sources. Learners will derive some obvious information from such
sources but it will not always be appropriate and will be very generalised.

e Ideas for projects will not be explored, first ideas being taken up immediately
and used without further reflection.

e At the bottom end of this band learners will be unable or unwilling to follow
procedures in the planning or production of work, though they will be able to
recognise that procedures for achieving certain objectives do exist. At the top
end of the band learners will be able to give a very general indication of what
they ought to have done in terms of procedure.

¢ In the application of technical skills learners will employ a very narrow range of
the simplest techniques and materials which they will use with little confidence
and very limited success.

e Review of and reflection upon own work will be limited to a very narrow focus
and to the most obvious aspects of the work considered; only a very limited range
of considerations listed in the What you need to cover section of the unit will be
addressed.

Level 1, Band 2
e Conceptual understanding will be basic and limited to simple ideas.

e Knowledge about the purposes of visual arts artefacts and their audiences will be
restricted in scope. It will be basic and limited to the more obvious and any
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research undertaken will be still be limited to the easier sources. Learners will
derive some useful but generalised information from such sources but there will
still be much that is irrelevant.

Ideas for projects will remain restricted to first ideas which will be given only the
most basic exploration.

Learners will show evidence of some ability to follow very straightforward
procedures in the planning or production of work, albeit unevenly and
imprecisely.

Technology, materials and techniques will still be restricted to the very simple
but will cover a slightly wider range than in the lower band. Though success will
be limited there will be evidence of more confidence in the application of these
techniques.

Review of and reflection upon own work will be limited to a narrow focus and to
the more obvious aspects of the work considered.

Level 1, Band 3

Conceptual understanding of simple ideas will be good.

Knowledge about the purposes of visual arts artefacts and their audiences will be
restricted in scope. It will still be at the basic level though beginning to move
beyond the obvious, and the learner’s grasp of it will be stronger and any
research undertaken will be still be limited to the easier sources, but there will
be a greater willingness to follow leads and explore linked sources. Learners will
derive some useful but generalised information from such sources, a good
proportion of which will be relevant.

There will be some basic exploration of ideas for projects, and some willingness
to consider more than just the first idea.

Learners will be able to follow very straightforward procedures in the planning or
production of work with some precision.

Technology, materials and techniques will be simple, covering a slightly wider
range than in the middle band. Though success will still be limited there will be
evidence of increasing confidence in the application of these techniques and a
sense of purpose behind their application.

Review of and reflection upon own work will begin to move beyond the more
obvious aspects of the work considered.

Support and accountability

The degree of support given to individual learners and the extent of accountability

they demonstrate is not simply a matter of level. However, because they are likely to

be working in unfamiliar territory, Level 1 learners may need more sustained and
specific support than learners working at higher levels. The National Qualification
Framework level description therefore expects them to work under direct supervision
and control and demonstrate responsibility and commitment to a limited extent.

Learners following a Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media at Level 1 should,
however, develop the ability to manage their own learning and to act effectively
with increasing autonomy. When determining their mark for certain criteria, the
degree to which they require support and demonstrate accountability for their work
should be assessed within the general expectation that all learners will need some
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support at this level.

For further guidance about setting and running internal assessment, please see the
Edexcel Guidance on Control of Internally Assessed Diploma Units.

Personal, learning and thinking skills - Level 1

Opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills are inherent in this
qualification as the activities which learners will undertake all require, to varying
degrees, research, creativity, team work, self management, self-reflection and
consideration of the social context and impact of what they do and produce. The
development of these skills should be at the centre of any pedagogic approach to this
qualification.

The QCF Unit Summary above references the personal, learning and thinking skills
which are embedded in specific assessment criteria for this unit. By achieving the
criteria, learners will have demonstrated effective application of the referenced
elements of the skill.

Each unit, however, also provides opportunities to address other elements of
personal, learning and thinking skills. These are referenced in the table below.
Teachers should ensure that these opportunities are fully grasped in the teaching of
the unit.

The full range of personal, learning and thinking skills relevant to each unit is
mapped in Annexe C of this document.

Outcome | Skill

2.1 Independent 2 plan and carry out research, appreciating the
enquirers consequences of decisions

4 analyse and evaluate information, judging its
relevance and value

2.2 Creative thinkers 1 generate ideas and explore possibilities

2 ask questions to extend their thinking

2.3 Creative thinkers 5 try out alternatives or new solutions and follow
ideas through

6 adapt ideas as circumstances change

Self-managers 2 work towards goals, showing initiative,
commitment and perseverance

3 organise time and resources, prioritising actions

2.4 Reflective learners 1 assess themselves and others, identifying
opportunities and achievements

3 review progress, acting on the outcomes

5 evaluate experiences and learning to inform
future progress
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Functional skills at Level 1

This unit provides opportunities
follows:

for the development of functional skills at Level 1 as

ICT - use ICT systems

Activity

Skill

Researching the history of a
visual arts form

Interact with and use ICT systems independently to
meet needs

Evaluate their use of ICT systems

Organising and filing

Manage information storage

information found.

Follow and understand the need for safety and
security practices

ICT - Find and select information

Activity

Skill

Preparing an audio-visual
presentation on the various

Select and use a variety of sources of information
independently to meet needs

techniques used in a particular
visual arts form

Access, search for, select and use ICT-based

information and evaluate its fitness for purpose

ICT - Develop, present and commu

nicate information

Activity

Skill

Preparing an audio-visual
presentation on the various
techniques used in a particular
visual arts form

Enter, develop and format information independently

to suit its meaning and purpose, including:
e text and tables
e images
e numbers

e records

Bring together information to suit content and purpose

Present information in ways that are fit for purpose
and audience

Evaluate the selection and use of ICT tools and
facilities used to present information

Exchanging information about
visual arts forms with others

Select and use ICT to communicate and exchange
information safely, independently, responsibly and
effectively

26
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Maths

Activity

Skill

Planning, identifying and
calculating limitations on
costs, materials and time using
effective processes

Understand practical problems in familiar and
unfamiliar contexts and situations, some of which are
non routine

Identify and obtain necessary information to tackle
the problem

Select and apply skills in an organised way to find
solutions to practical problems for different purposes

Use appropriate checking procedures at each stage

Report on limitations on costs,
materials and time

Interpret and communicate solutions to practical
problems, drawing simple conclusions and giving
explanations
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English

Activity

Skill

Taking part in a discussion of
visual arts forms

Speaking and listening - take full part in formal and
informal discussions / exchanges

Investigating the techniques
used in visual arts forms

Reading - read and understand a range of texts

Preparing a formal report in
writing on the various
techniques used in a particular
visual arts form

Writing - write documents to communicate information, ideas
and opinions using formats and styles suitable for their purpose
and audience

Work experience

Examples of work experience placements appropriate to this unit would be: a graphic
design studio, an artists’ supply shop, a potter’s studio, a high street photographer’s

studio, a framer’s workshop.

Specialist Resources

Resources required by students for the completion of this unit will be dependent on
the disciplines within which they are working. Please see the general statement on
resources in the Introduction to the Edexcel Level 1 Specialised Diploma in Creative

and Media.
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Unit 3: Performance Arts

Principal Learning unit
Level 1
60 Guided learning hours

Internally assessed
[Assessment of this unit will be approximately 60% coincident

with the learner’s coverage of the content]

About this unit

In this unit you will investigate different types of performances and
performers, and the places where performances happen. As part of
your research you might be taken to see live performances that
could include comedy shows, plays, musicals, street theatre,
installations or concerts.

As a group you will prepare a live production. You may be involved
in performing in the production as a dancer, actor or musician, in
which case you will learn how to rehearse and take direction. You
could, however, carry out a design role, creating a set, prop or
costume or undertake a technical job, operating lights or sound
equipment. The piece will be performed to an audience.

You will also review the work you have done. You could do this
through a questionnaire or a discussion with your teacher.

Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1 Know about performance arts

Be able to take part in preparations for a live performance

2
3 Be able to take part in a live performance
4

Know how to monitor performance work
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What you need to cover

3.1 Know about You will need to:
performance

A ¢ know the names of some live arts companies and performers,
arts

eg theatre, dance, installation artists, musicians
e describe the kind of performance work they do
¢ find out where performances happen

¢ find out what sort of audiences attend different types of
performance.

3.2 Beabletotake You will need to:
part in
preparations for
a performance

e take part in workshops, rehearsals or preparations that
introduce you to some basic skills in different performance
arts, eg movement , singing, dance, music, improvisation,
interactive work, scene design and painting, prop or costume
production, stage management

e respond to direction and instructions

¢ meet deadlines and be punctual to meetings and rehearsals
e contribute and develop ideas during the preparation process
e co-operate with others during the preparation process

e observe safe working practices at all times.

3.3 Be able to take  You will need to:
partin a live

performance e perform or complete tasks to the best of your ability

e prepare yourself for performance, eg warming up, making
sure equipment is ready, props and costumes are prepared

e contribute to the realisation of the performance’s intentions
and help to communicate those intentions to the audience

e respond appropriately to other performers and your
audience.
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3.4 Know how to All the way through the process of planning and producing your

monitor performance you must reflect upon what you are doing and compare
performance what you are aiming to do with what you are actually achieving. You
work must use these reflections to change your work as you think

appropriate.

You must think about:

e how well you plan your work

¢ what you need to change and why

¢ what works well and what does not in your experiments
¢ how well you succeed in achieving your intentions

e what others say about your work.
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QCF unit summary

Outcome
Number

Learning Outcome

The learner will:

Assessment

The learner can:

3.1

know about performance arts

identify performance arts forms

identify aspects of the contexts in which
they take place

identify the audiences they were
created for [IE 2, 4]

3.2

be able to take part in
preparations for a live
performance

take part in developing and rehearsing a
live performance, [TW 1, 2, 3]

contribute ideas during preparations for
the performance [CT 1, 2]

respond to direction and instructions

3.3

be able to take part in a live
performance

takes part in a live performance in such
a way as to contribute to the realisation
of the performance’s intentions and to
help communicate those intentions to
the audience [TW 4, 5, 6]

use appropriate techniques

follow straightforward procedures,
including those relating to health and
safety [SM 2, 3]

3.4

know how to monitor performance
work.

refine ideas and outcomes using a
variety of considerations and
observations [RL 1, 3, 5]

How you will be assessed

This unit will be assessed by your teachers.

Your achievement of Learning Outcome 1 might be assessed through a written report or a
presentation. It might also be assessed on the basis of your contributions to class discussions.

Your achievement of Learning Outcomes 2, 3 and 4 wil be assessed through your contributions to the
development of a live performance, and on your contribution during the performance itself. You will:

¢ take part in developing and rehearsing a live performance (learning outcome 2)

e contribute ideas during the preparation process, co-operating with others (learning
outcome 2)

e respond to direction and instructions (learning outcome 2)

e take part in a live performance using appropriate techniques (learning outcome 3)

o follow procedures, including those relating to health and safety (learning outcome 3).

You must, throughout the process, record developments, and monitor and review your progress in a unit

journal (learning outcome 4).
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For this unit you must produce a process portfolio which contains:

e aunit journal recording all your notes, ideas and your monitoring process (learning outcomes 1, 2, 3
and 4)

e arecord of your live performance - this will be provided by your teacher (learning outcome 3)

e copies of all teacher’s observation records relating to your work for this unit (learning outcomes 1,
2, 3 and 4).

Your teacher will give you precise advice about how to organise and present your process portfolio.
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Guidance for teaching this unit

NB: It is a requirement of the qualification that the work for this unit is contextualised in
relation to a minimum of two disciplines. Guidance on how this can be done is given below.
Edexcel has published an exemplar assignment in the Teacher Support Material for the
Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media which shows how the unit can be covered
in relation to X and Y. Further guidance on how to contextualise specific disciplines is given in
the Indicative Content Statement, also available in the Teacher Support Material for the
Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media.

Overview

This unit focuses on practices pertaining to live arts forms. Learners will gain a basic
understanding of existing practice within a small range of performing arts forms before having
the opportunity to plan and produce an example themselves. In working towards a live
production learners may wish to perform. However, opportunities will also exist for learners to
contribute in other ways, for example by designing or producing the set or costumes, or by
undertaking a technical role within a production team.

This unit requires learners to combine their skills, knowledge and understanding of two
disciplines. When combining two performance disciplines it is intended that the boundaries
between dance, drama and music are interpreted in a fluid way with learners being allowed to
use elements from one discipline in any of the others. There are no limits to what can be
attempted here: the medium for performance arts is the human body as an expressive
instrument extended by visual, musical and technological elements.

Alternatively, disciplines from the other creative and media areas can be combined with
performance where those disciplines have a performing arts application. Again, the boundaries
between one creative and media area and another should not be seen as a barrier but an
opportunity to explore what learners can do. The essential point to bear in mind is that when
crossing these boundaries the disciplines should be explored from a performance perspective.
For example, designing a set for a dance, drama or musical performance could use 2D and 3D
visual arts, creating costume for a performance could involve fashion or footwear design, a
live music gig could make use of audio technology or the creation of audio-visual material for
back-drop projection, or a radio drama could be based on a script written by a learner.

Teaching the unit

When working towards learning outcome 1 learners must investigate a small range of
performing arts forms. This will ideally include the viewing of live performance work, although
this could be undertaken by the viewing of ‘live work’ on video. Teachers may wish to focus
work on a specific form, e.g. ‘rock gig’, allowing learners to investigate a number of examples
within the form. Alternatively they may prefer to look at examples of live performance work
from a range of genres.

When working towards learning outcome 2 learners may require considerable guidance in the
management of their preparations, which will include both the rehearsal and production
processes. It is essential that the teacher manages activities and that learners are provided
with a structure for the completion of tasks that includes clearly defined milestones. The
assighment of individual responsibilities within the group will also be essential.

Learning outcome 3 will be achieved by the learners’ contribution to a live performance in
front of an audience. It should be stressed however that performances need not be major
events involving large-scale productions. A series of short performances by small groups or
individuals perhaps linked by a common theme would also be appropriate.
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Learning outcome 4 requires learners to review their own performance throughout the unit
and the work produced. This could take a variety of forms such as teacher designed checklists,
recorded discussions and tutorials or, in the case of more able learners, diaries or logs. It is
anticipated that the learner contributions at this level will be largely descriptive documenting
their actions rather than analysing decision.

Guidance on assessment of this unit

Designing assessment vehicles

The assesment vehicle for this unit could be a single assighment which requires a preliminary
investigation of performance arts forms related to the form which learners will then work in
themselves to produce a performance. Alternatively it could be done through two separate
assignments - one which covers Assessment Focus 1 and another which covers the remaining
three foci. It is not necessary to require learners to do a formal written or oral presentation
for Focus 1 - it could be assessed through a teacher’s observations of a class discussion.

However it is done, Assessment Focus 1 should be assessed in such a way that learners are able
to produce evidence that they can:

o talk or write about performance arts forms

o talk or write about the contexts in which they take place

e talk or write about their audiences.

The assessment vehicle for Assessment Foci 2, 3 and 4 should enable learners to:

e take part in developing and rehearsing a live performance.

e contribute ideas during the preparation process, co-operating with others

e respond to direction and instructions.

e take part in a live performance using appropriate techniques

o follow straightforward procedures, including those relating to health and safety.
¢ monitor their own activity to refine ideas and outcomes.

Centres must ensure that the activities learners will undertake are sufficiently demanding to
allow a level 1 learner to apply appropriate techniques or skills to a reasonable standard and
will provide opportunities for learners to achieve the full range of marks.

Learners must keep a log or journal throughout the course of the unit in which they record
their reflections upon their work, decisions taken and reasons for taking them, changes to
plans and reasons for making them etc.

Tutors must also keep observations records for each learner, noting how learners conduct
themselves when working, and recording any notes relevant to the learners’ self-monitoring
and the development of their personal, learning and thinking skills.

An observation record is provided in Appendix X of this document.

Centres must ensure that all work produced for assessment can be authenticated as that of
the learner who is submitting it. Assessment vehicles must be designed in such a way as to
ensure that, in the case of group work, each learner produces identifiable individual work that
can be used to assess each of the assessment foci.

Evidence for assessment

Focus 1: a formal written or recorded presentation or observation records of a class
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discussion supported by the learner’s log or journal for the unit
Focus 2: the learner’s log or journal for the unit
teacher observation records

Focus 3: the final performance (a record should be taken of the performance in an
appropriate format)

the learner’s log or journal and teacher observation records
Focus 4: the learner’s log or journal and teacher observation records.
All physical evidence must be kept in an organised process portfolio for this unit.

Copies of teacher observation records should be given to learners to put in their process
portfolios.

Learners should each be given a copy of the record of the performance to keep in their
process portfolios.

Each process portfolio must contain an authentication sheet signed by the learner and the
person(s) responsible for the assessment, declaring that all work submitted for assessment is
the learner’s own work, carried out under appropriate supervision.

Using the Assessment Grid

When using this grid a ‘best fit’ principle should be adopted - that is, assessors should match
the work being assessed for a given assessment focus to the mark band which best describes
that work overall. They should not adopt a hurdle approach in which the assessor cannot
award marks from a higher band if one requirement from a lower band has not been satisfied.

If the work matches a band overall, but a requirement from a lower band has not been met,
then the mark awarded can be from the lower end of the band which is the best fit.

If one aspect of work for an assessment focus matches one requirement in the next band, but
overall the work does not fit that higher band, then the mark awarded can be from the higher
end of the band which is the best fit.

Assessors should also take into account the quality of the work in relation to expectations for
that band at that level. If a learner completes all they are asked to do in a band to the highest
quality that could be expected for that band at that level, they can be awarded the full marks
for that band.

Grading is completely separate for each assessment focus - that is, a learner can get band 3 on
one assessment focus, band 1 on another etc. All band marks are then added together for the
unit total. It may be possible, depending on weighting of each assessment focus, for a learner
to pass a unit even if 0 has been given for one assessment focus in the unit.

It should be noted that mark band 1 has approximately 40% of the total marks available for a
unit and mark bands 2 and 3 together the remaining 60%.

Assessment at Level 1

At Level 1 learners will be expected to:
e demonstrate skills and applied knowledge within a narrow range

e operate in familiar and structured contexts, making use of routine responses to achieve
their objectives

e derive information from easily available sources

e show a basic level of understanding
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e exercise discretion and judgement to a very limited degree
e work under direct supervision and control
e demonstrate responsibility and commitment to a limited extent.

Any comparative terms used within the unit assessment grid should be contextualised within
the limits implied by this level description. Thus, a term such as ‘limited ability to create’
must be understood in the context of a generally lower expectation of skills development at
Level 1 as compared to Level 2.

Owing to the number and variety of the disciplines covered by the Specialised Diploma in
Creative and Media, it is not possible to give more than generic guidance on the application of
the assessment grids for each unit. Centres are strongly advised to attend Inset events run by
Edexcel on this topic.

Level 1, Band 1
e Conceptual understanding will be very basic and limited to simple ideas.

¢ Knowledge about peformance arts forms and their audiences will be restricted in scope. It
will be basic, narrow and limited to the most obvious and any research undertaken will be
perfunctory and limited to the most easily available sources. Learners will derive some
obvious information from such sources but it will not always be appropriate and will be
very generalised.

e |deas for projects will not be explored, first ideas being taken up immediately and used
without further reflection.

e At the bottom end of this band learners will be unable or unwilling to follow procedures in
the planning or production of work, though they will be able to recognise that procedures
for achieving certain objectives do exist. At the top end of the band learners will be able
to give a very general indication of what they ought to have done in terms of procedure.

¢ In the application of technical skills learners will employ a very narrow range of the
simplest techniques and materials which they will use with little confidence and very
limited success.

e Review of and reflection upon own work will be limited to a very narrow focus and to the
most obvious aspects of the work considered; only a very limited range of considerations
listed in the What you need to cover section of the unit will be addressed.
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Level 1, Band 2
e Conceptual understanding will be basic and limited to simple ideas.

e Knowledge about peformance arts forms and their audiences will be restricted in scope. It
will be basic and limited to the more obvious and any research undertaken will be still be
limited to the easier sources. Learners will derive some useful but generalised information
from such sources but there will still be much that is irrelevant.

e |deas for projects will remain restricted to first ideas which will be given only the most
basic exploration.

o Learners will show evidence of some ability to follow very straightforward procedures in
the planning or production of work, albeit unevenly and imprecisely.

¢ Technology, materials and techniques will still be restricted to the very simple but will
cover a slightly wider range than in the lower band. Though success will be limited there
will be evidence of more confidence in the application of these techniques.

e Review of and reflection upon own work will be limited to a narrow focus and to the more
obvious aspects of the work considered.

Level 1, Band 3
e Conceptual understanding of simple ideas will be good.

¢ Knowledge about peformance arts forms and their audiences will be restricted in scope. It
will still be at the basic level though beginning to move beyond the obvious, and the
learner’s grasp of it will be stronger and any research undertaken will be still be limited to
the easier sources, but there will be a greater willingness to follow leads and explore
linked sources. Learners will derive some useful but generalised information from such
sources, a good proportion of which will be relevant.

e There will be some basic exploration of ideas for projects, and some willingness to
consider more than just the first idea.

e Learners will be able to follow very straightforward procedures in the planning or
production of work with some precision.

¢ Technology, materials and techniques will be simple, covering a slightly wider range than
in the middle band. Though success will still be limited there will be evidence of increasing
confidence in the application of these techniques and a sense of purpose behind their
application.

e Review of and reflection upon own work will begin to move beyond the more obvious
aspects of the work considered.

Support and accountability

The degree of support given to individual learners and the extent of accountability they
demonstrate is not simply a matter of level. However, because they are likely to be working in
unfamiliar territory, Level 1 learners may need more sustained and specific support than
learners working at higher levels. The National Qualification Framework level description
therefore expects them to work under direct supervision and control and demonstrate
responsibility and commitment to a limited extent.

Learners following a Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media at Level 1 should, however,
develop the ability to manage their own learning and to act effectively with increasing
autonomy. When determining their mark for certain criteria, the degree to which they require
support and demonstrate accountability for their work should be assessed within the general
expectation that all learners will heed some support at this level.
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For further guidance about setting and running internal assessment, please see the Edexcel
Guidance on Control of Internally Assessed Diploma Units.

Personal, learning and thinking skills

Opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills are inherent in this qualification
as the activities which learners will undertake all require, to varying degrees, research,
creativity, team work, self management, self-reflection and consideration of the social
context and impact of what they do and produce. The development of these skills should be at
the centre of any pedagogic approach to this qualification.

The QCF Unit Summary above references the personal, learning and thinking skills which are
embedded in specific assessment criteria for this unit. By achieving the criteria, learners will
have demonstrated effective application of the referenced elements of the skill.

Each unit, however, also provides opportunities to address other elements of personal,
learning and thinking skills. These are referenced in the table below. Teachers should ensure
that these opportunities are fully grasped in the teaching of the unit.

The full range of personal, learning and thinking skills relevant to each unit is mapped in
Annexe C of this document.

Outcome | Skill
3.1 Independent 2 plan and carry out research, appreciating the
enquirers consequences of decisions
4 analyse and evaluate information, judging its relevance
and value
3.2 Creative thinkers 1 generate ideas and explore possibilities
2 ask questions to extend their thinking
Team workers 1 collaborate with others to work towards common goals
2 reach agreements, managing discussions to achieve results
3 adapt behaviour to suit different roles and situations
3.3 Team workers 4 show fairness and consideration to others
5 take responsibility, showing confidence in themselves and
their contribution
6 provide constructive support and feedback to others
Self-managers 2 work towards goals, showing initiative, commitment and
perseverance
3 organise time and resources, prioritising actions
3.4 Reflective learners 1 assess themselves and others, identifying opportunities and

achievements
3 review progress, acting on the outcomes

5 evaluate experiences and learning to inform future
progress
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Functional skills at Level 1

This unit provides opportunities for the development of functional skills at Level 1 as follows:

[This will be revised before publication.]

ICT - use ICT systems

Activity

Skill

Exploring performance forms
for a presentation to the class

Interact with and use ICT systems independently to meet needs

Evaluate their use of ICT systems

Manage information storage

Follow and understand the need for safety and security
practices
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ICT - Find and select information

Activity

Skill

Exploring performance forms
for a presentation to the class

Select and use a variety of sources of information
independently to meet needs

Access, search for, select and use ICT-based information and
evaluate its fitness for purpose

ICT - Develop, present and commu

nicate information

Activity

Skill

Creating an illustrated Power
Point presentation on
performance forms with other
learners

Enter, develop and format information independently to suit its
meaning and purpose, including:

e text and tables
e images

numbers

records

Bring together information to suit content and purpose

Present information in ways that are fit for purpose and
audience

Evaluate the selection and use of ICT tools and facilities used
to present information

Select and use ICT to communicate and exchange information
safely, independently, responsibly and effectively

Maths

Activity

Skill

Carrying out and presenting a
survey into types and numbers
of audiences for a type of
performance in a given time
period

Understand practical problems in familiar and unfamiliar
contexts and situations, some of which are non routine

Identify and obtain necessary information to tackle the problem

Select and apply skills in an organised way to find solutions to
practical problems for different purposes

Use appropriate checking procedures at each stage

Interpret and communicate solutions to practical problems,
drawing simple conclusions and giving explanations

English

Activity

Skill

Rehearsing for a performance

Speaking and listening - take full part in formal and informal
discussions / exchanges

Reading scripts in order to decide
on a text to perform

Reading - read and understand a range of texts

Writing a report on performance

Writing - write documents to communicate information, ideas and

Edexcel Diploma Level 1 Principal Learning in Creative and Media - Draft - © Edexcel Limited 2007

43




forms opinions using formats and styles suitable for their purpose and
audience

Work experience

Examples of work experience placements appropriate to this unit would be: a local theatre or
arts centre, a schools theatre troupe.

Specialist Resources

Resources required by students for the completion of this unit will be dependent on the
disciplines within which they are working. Please see the general statement on resources in
the Introduction to the Edexcel Level X Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media.
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Unit 4: Media Production

Principal Learning unit
Level 1

Guided learning hours: 60
Internally assessed

[Assessment of this unit will be approximately 60% coincident
with the learner’s coverage of the content]

About this unit

Learning outcomes

Media production includes:
e film production
e television production

¢ audio and radio production - such as recorded music, radio
drama, music radio and podcasts

e interactive media production - websites, mobile phone content
and podcasts

e animation production

e computer game design

e photography

e creative writing

Many of these can be combined with each other, and the skills used

in one will often be used in the others. For example, a computer
game designer may use animation techniques in a game.

Media production skills can also be combined with other creative
and media activities. A film-maker, for example, may record a
piece of live theatre. The production of interactive media products
such as websites and mobile phone content will require graphic
design skills.

In this unit you will develop skills in media production and use them
to create a media product. You must use skills from at least two of
the above media disciplines within this unit.

You will also review the work you have done. You could do this
through a questionnaire or a discussion with your teacher.

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1 Know about media production

2 Be able to plan the creation of a media product which combines two media disciplines

3 Be able to create a media product which combines two media disciplines

4 Know how to monitor own media work.
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What you need to cover

4.1 Know about Within each of the disciplines covered by this unit there are many
media different media forms. For example, within the discipline of
production television there are different types, or forms, of products such as

dramas, quiz shows, news programmes and reality shows.

You must investigate a number of forms from two different media
disciplines and think about:

¢ what makes these forms what they are - what is distinctive or
special about them

e why they exist - what they have to offer their audiences

¢ what sort of audiences will enjoy them.

4.2 Be able to plan As nearly all media production is undertaken by teams of people,
the creation of  you are most likely to work in a group to produce this piece of work.
a media product
which combines
two media
disciplines

In creating this media product you must combine two of the media
disciplines - for example, you could produce a short piece of
animation for a website. That would combine animation with
interactive media production.

First you must come up with - or help your group to come up with -
some ideas for a piece of work in a media form. This might be in
one of the forms which you have already investigated. You might
also be given a brief which you have to work to, and for which you
have to produce the ideas.

Once you have got some ideas, you (and your group, if you are
working in a group) must then do some research to find which of
these ideas are workable. As a result of this research you will
choose one of your ideas.

You will then draw up a plan showing

¢ how you will explore the idea further

¢ what resources will you need to produce the idea
e what production processes you intend to use

¢ what you will do to produce it and the order in which you will
do these things.
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4.3 Be able to
create a media
product which

combines two

media
disciplines You will need to:

4.4 Know how to
monitor own
media work.

process.

You must complete the production of your media idea.

You may be working as part of a group to complete this task. If so,
you will need to show what you role you played in the production

e gather the resources you have planned to use

o follow your plans for the production process

e complete the production

e ensure you are working safely at all times.

All the way through the process of planning and producing your idea
you must reflect upon what you are doing and compare what you
are aiming to do with what you are actually achieving. You must use

these reflections to change your work as you think appropriate.

You must think about:

e how well you plan your work

¢ why you need to make changes

¢ how well you succeed in achieving your intentions

e what others say about your work.

QCF unit summary

Outcome
Number

Learning Outcome

The learner will:

Assessment

The learner can:

4.1

know about media production

e carry out research into media forms [IE
2, 4]

e recognise media forms, their purposes
and audiences.

4.2

be able to plan the creation of a
media product which combines
two media disciplines

e generate (or contribute to the
generation of) ideas for the creation of
a media product which combines two of
the media disciplines

e explore (or contribute to the
exploration of) ideas [CT 1]

e plan (or contribute to the planning of)
the creation of a media product which
combines two of the media disciplines
taking into account resources and
procedures

4.3

be able to create a media product
which combines two media
disciplines

e create (or contribute to the creation of)
a media product which combines two
media disciplines, understanding the
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purpose of the intended product

apply appropriate procedures and
organise time and resources [SM 3]

follow safe working practices

4.4

know how to monitor own media
work

review progress using a range of
considerations and feedback, making
use of the process to refine ideas and
improve outcomes [RL 1, 3, 5]
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How you will be assessed

This unit will be assessed by your teachers.

Your achievement of Learning Outcome 1is likely to be assessed through a research assignment on
media forms followed by a presentation of that research

Your achievement of Learning Outcomes 2, 3 and 4 is likely to be assessed through a production
assignment in which you will create a media product.

You must keep everything you produce for the unit in a process portfolio which shows all the stages of
your work. That is:

your research into media forms and your finished presentation of that research (learning
outcome 1)

the ideas you have come up with for your media product, and your exploration of those ideas
(learning outcome 2)

your planning (learning outcome 2)
your final product (learning outcome 3)

a journal or log recording your reflections on what you have done (learning outcome 4).

Your teacher will give you precise advice about how you should organise and present your process
portfolio.
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Guidance for teaching this unit

NB: It is a requirement of the qualification that the work for this unit is
contextualised in relation to a minimum of two disciplines. Guidance on how this can
be done is given below. Edexcel has published an exemplar assignment in the Teacher
Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media which
shows how the unit can be covered in relation to X and Y. Further guidance on how to
contextualise specific disciplines is given in the Indicative Content Statement, also
available in the Teacher Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in
Creative and Media.

Overview

The unit focuses on practices pertaining to media forms. Learners will gain a basic
understanding of the products existing within a small range of media forms before
having the opportunity to plan and produce an example themselves.

Teachers should be aware that this unit requires learners to combine the skills and
knowledge from two different media disciplines. Due to the nature of media practice
activities are likely to require a collaborative approach. Individual learners may
therefore produce elements, combining these elements as a group to form an
eventual product. For example a group of learners working towards the production of
a radio advert may be assigned individual tasks e.g. writing the script, performing the
dialogue, sourcing music and/or sound effects, recording the advert, mixing and
editing the advert. They must all, however, be aware of how these elements inter-
relate in terms of the process and the final product.

Teaching the unit

The first stage of teaching must be to determine what sort of skills the learners
might need in order to achieve the unit. What these skills are will depend on such
factors as what technology the centre has access to, and the levels of skills individual
learners bring with them in the various possible mediums that they can work in. All
this requires decisions to be made that can be made only by the centre.

Once decisions along those lines have been made, a programme of skills development
can be planned, and tutors can decide where within that programme they can start
to work on the learning outcomes of the unit.

In working towards learning outcome 1 learners must investigate media forms in two
different media disciplines. This may be done by looking at contrasting genres within
two forms - for example, soap opera and crime drama for television fiction, and
chase games and sports games in computer games. Alternatively, learners can be
asked to look at the range of things that can be produced though any two disciplines.

The emphasis should be on learning through personal investigation, not on the
learning of information given out by the teacher. At this level, though, teachers will
need to guide learners through the investigative process carefully and may find it
useful to specify the areas to be studied, possibly taking a common subject for
investigation by a large group of learners.

Depending on what has been done in other units, learners may need to be introduced
to basic research techniques

When approaching learning outcome 2 learners may require considerable guidance in
the generation and selection of appropriate ideas with attainable goals. Providing
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learners with a structure for the completion of tasks and clearly defined milestones is
advisable. Where learners are working in groups the assignment of individual roles
and responsibilities will also be essential.

When working towards learning outcome 3 learners will require assistance in focusing
their energies on the task and managing their time. It should be remembered that
Level 1 learners are required to create products which meet the intentions they have
stated, rather than aiming to meet professional standards. Careful monitoring of safe
working practices must be undertaken by the teacher.

Learning outcome 4 requires learners to review their own performance throughout
the unit and the work produced. This could take a variety of forms such as teacher
designed checklists, recorded discussions and tutorials or, in the case of more able
learners, diaries or logs. It is anticipated that the learner contributions at this level
will be largely descriptive documenting their actions rather than analysing decisions.

Guidance on assessment of this unit

Designing assessment vehicles

The assessment vehicle for Assessment Focus 1 should be a research assignment
which requires learners to investigate forms in two different media disciplines. The
assignment must enable learners to establish:

e what is distinctive or special about the forms they are exploring
¢ what they have to offer their audiences
¢ what sort of audiences will enjoy them.

Results could be presented in the form of, for example, a written report, a
presentation, a web-page or blog.

The assessment vehicle for Assessment Foci 2, and 3 should be a production
assignment. The assignment can be focused on a specified outcome, or it can be
more open ended. In either case it must require learners to produce

1 - a finished product that combines two media disciplines (as defined on page xxx of
this document)

2 - documentation which records:
e the generation of ideas and their exploration

e the production planning (eg, scripts, storyboards, resource requirements,
resource bookings, shooting schedules)

e post-production planning and procedures (eg, shooting logs, edit decision lists,
editing notes).

Learners must also keep a log or journal throughout the course of the assignment in
which they record their reflections upon their work, decisions taken and reasons for
taking them, changes to plans and reasons for making them etc.

Tutors must also keep observations records for each learner, noting how learners
conduct themselves when working on the assignment, and recording any notes
relevant to the learners’ self-monitoring and the development of their personal,
learning and thinking skills.

An observation record is provided in Appendix X of this document.
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Centres must ensure that all work produced for assessment can be authenticated as
that of the learner who is submitting it. Assessment vehicles must be designed in
such a way as to ensure that, in the case of group work, each learner produces
identifiable individual work that can be used to assess each of the assessment foci.

Evidence for assessment

Focus 1: the finished presentation of the results (in whatever form that might
be) plus the learner’s research notes.

Foci 2 and 3: the finished product and all documentation as listed in the paragraph
above

Focus 4: the learner’s log or journal and tutor observation records.

All physical evidence must be kept in an organised process portfolio for this unit.
Where appropriate the process portfolio may be in electronic form.

Copies of teacher observation records should be given to learners to put in their
process portfolios.

Each process portfolio must contain an authentication sheet signed by the learner
and the person(s) responsible for the assessment, declaring that all work submitted
for assessment is the learner’s own work, carried out under appropriate supervision.

Using the Assessment Grid

When using this grid a ‘best fit’ principle should be adopted - that is, assessors should
match the work being assessed for a given assessment focus to the mark band which
best describes that work overall. They should not adopt a hurdle approach in which
the assessor cannot award marks from a higher band if one requirement from a lower
band has not been satisfied.

If the work matches a band overall, but a requirement from a lower band has not
been met, then the mark awarded can be from the lower end of the band which is
the best fit.

If one aspect of work for an assessment focus matches one requirement in the next
band, but overall the work does not fit that higher band, then the mark awarded can
be from the higher end of the band which is the best fit.

Assessors should also take into account the quality of the work in relation to
expectations for that band at that level. If a learner completes all they are asked to
do in a band to the highest quality that could be expected for that band at that
level, they can be awarded the full marks for that band.

Grading is completely separate for each assessment focus - that is, a learner can get
band 3 on one assessment focus, band 1 on another etc. All band marks are then
added together for the unit total. It may be possible, depending on weighting of
each assessment focus, for a learner to pass a unit even if 0 has been given for one
assessment focus in the unit.

It should be noted that mark band 1 has approximately 40% of the total marks
available for a unit and mark bands 2 and 3 together the remaining 60%.

Assessment at Level 1

At Level 1 learners will be expected to:

e demonstrate skills and applied knowledge within a narrow range
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